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STATE CONSTITUTION 


AS 


ADOPTED BY THE 


CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, AUG. 12, 1865, 


Tobe submitte! to the people of Colorado for adoption or rejection, on 
™~ 


the first Tuesday of September, 1865. 
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PREAMBLE. 
We, the peopte ot Colorado, 
to Almuenty God tor the civil, pormucal 
and reHaious iberty which He has per 
mitted us to enjoy in the past, and look- 
ing to him tora blessing on our endeav- 
ors to secire and transmit the sane un- 
impaired to succeeding generations, IN 
order to form a more pertect govern- 
ment, ensure the full enjoyment ot our 
rights as American citizeus, establish 
justice, ensure domestic tranquiiity, 
provide for the cominon detence, pros 
moto the general wel are, and secure the 
Dess IVg- of lberty to ourselves and to 
our posterity, ‘lo ordain and establish 


grateful 


this Constitution of the State o: Colo 
rado. e 
SCHEDULE. 

sec L Fins constitution shall take efs 


fect trom and atter the admission oi the 
state of Colorado into the Union upon 
an equal fooling with the other states, 
and the organizatidn of the same. That 
no invonvenlence may arise ano te 
change of government, it is hereby or~ 
dered as follows : 

Furst—All territorial laws now m 
foree and not inconsistent with this con- 
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stituuion shall reman ın force until they | 


expire or be repealed. 
Second—AIll persons holding office un- 
der territorial autbority at the ome of 


the admission of the state into the Union, 
shalf@yntinue in office until sueb places - 
be fifled by competent authority under 
this constitution. 

AW rights, prosecutions, claims and 


contracts, as well of individuals as of 
bodies corporaie, and ail Jaws in force 
at the time of the adoption of this Con- 
etiution, and of the admission of the 
State into the Union, and not ineonsist- 
ent with the same, until altered or re- 
pealed by the legislature of the State, 
shall continus as if this Constitution 
had not been adopted. 

The legistature shall provide for the 
removal of causes, avil and eriminal, 
which may be pending in the courts ol 
the Teiritory, vhen this Constitution 
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Tontinued in office, 


Thud—All acts of incorporation for 
mniicipal purposes, shall continue in 
torce under this Constitution, until such 
time as the Legislative Assembly shall 
mats discretion, modify or repeal the 
Same, 

Sec 2. There shall be an election un- 
der this Constitution, to be held on the 
Second Tuesday ot November, in the 
year eighteen hundred and sixty~five, 
for the election of State officers, and one 
member of Congress, and members of 
the Legislative Assembly. 

Sec. è On the taking effect of this 
Constitution, all the cfficers thereby 
shall, before pro- 
ceeding in the further discharge of their 
duties, take au oath to support this Con- 
stitution. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary of State shall 
make use of a private seal until a State 
seal be provided. 

Sec. 5. The urst session of the Legis- 
lative Assembly sl all be convened and 
beld as provided in an election ordin- 
anee passed by this Convention. 

See. 6. Nothing in this constituuon shall 
preyent the legislative assenbly from 
passing such lawsin relation to the ap- 
prenticeship of minors during their mi- 
nority, as may be necessary and proper. 

Sec. 7. The lands or other propeity 
owned or beld by non-residents, shall 
not betaxed bigher than similar prop- 
erty owned by residents of the State. 


ARTICLE I. 
BOUNDARIES, 


Section 1. The boundaries of the State 
of Colorado are declared and established 
as follows, vizZ:—commencing on the 
tuirty-seventh parallel of north lati- 
tude, wnere the the twenty-fifth meri- 
dian of longitude west trom Washing- 
ton, crosses the same; thence north on 
said meridian to the furty-tirst parallel 
west, to the thirtv-second meridian of 
longitude west trom Washington, thence 
south on said meridian to the northern 
line of New Mexico; thence along the 


goes into effect, to courts authorized by . thirty-seventh parallel of north Igtitude 


ino same, 


to the place of beginning. 
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BILL OF RIGHTS, 


Section 1. All men are possessed of 
equal and imahenable natural rights, 
among which me lite, liberty and ffe 
pursuit of happiness, 

See. 2. All political power is inherent 
in the people, and all sree governments 
are founded on their authority, and are 
instituted for their equal protection and 
benefit, 

See. 3. The people have the right to 
assemble, in a peaveirul manne? to coin- | 
sult for their common good, to instruct 
their representatives, and lo petition the ' 
Government, or any part thereof, for the | 
redress of grievances. 

Sec. 4. Te people have the tight to i 
bear arms for their own defence and se 
curity; but standing armies, in time of 
peace, ale dangerous to liberty, : 


shall not be tolerated, and the military 
shall at all time bein strict subordina- 
tion to the civi) power. 

Sec. 5. The right of trial by juv 
shall be inviolate. <All courts shall be 
open; and every man, for injury done 
to him in his person, property or repnu- 
tation, shall have remedy by due course 
of law, Justice shall be administered 
freely and without purchase, corm 
pletely, and wsthout denial, speedi'y 
and without delay. The penal code 
shali be founded on the principles of re- 
formation, and not of viudictive justice, 

Sec. 6. Slavery shall never exist, nor 
involuntary servitude, exvept for the 
punishmentiot crime, whereot the pally 
shall have been duly convicted. 

sec. 7. Tne right to worship GoD ar- 
cording to the dictates of conscience, 
shall never be infiigned; nor shall any 
person be compelled to attend or support 
any form of worship; nor shall pretci- 
ence be given by law to any religious | 
denomination. No religious test, or! 
sroperty qualification, Shall be required 
for any vince of publie trust, nor torany | 
vote at any election, nor shall any 
peron be incompetent to testify on ac- 
count of this religious belief, 

sec. 8 The privilege of the writ of 
habeas corpus shall not be suspended 
unless when in cases of rebellion or 
uivasion, the public satety imay require 
it, and then not without the consent of 
the Legislature,provided the same be in 
seSsion. 

Sec. 9, All persons shall be bailable by 
suflicient sureties, except for capital ots 
jences where the proof is evident or the 
presumption great, Excessiy~< bail shall 
not be required, nor excess..e floes ims 
posed, noi cruel or unusues p Inishments 
inflicted, nor Shall witnesses be unler~ 
sonably detained. 

Sec 10. In all prose ution», the ac- 
cused shall be alloweu to appear and 
defend ın person and by counsel; to 
demand the nature of the accusation 
acaiust him; to meet the witnesses face to 
‘ace, and to have compulsory process to 
compel the attendanee of witnesses in 
his bebalf, and a speedy public trial by 
an impartial jury of the country. No 
person shall be gampelle) to testily 


against himself in  eriminal_ cases, 
nor be twice put in jeopardy for the 
same offence, 

Sec. 11. In all criminal cases, what- 
ever, the jury shall have the nght tode- 
termine the law and the facts. 


Sec. 12. The hberty of speech and of 
the press shall be inviolate; and all 
persons may freely speak, write or pub- 
lish their sentiments, on all subjects, 
being responsible tor the abuse of such 
right: andin all civil or criminal ac- 
tions for libel, the truth of the allega- 
tions mav be given in evidence to the 
jury; and if it shall appear to tbe jury, 
that the matter, charged as libellous, 1s 
true, and was published with good mo~ 
tives, and for justifiable ends, the party 
shall be acquitted. 

Sec. 13. No person shall be transported 
from the State for any offense comunitted 
against its Jaws within the same, and 
no conviction witoin the State shall 
work a forfeiture of estate,or corruption 
of blood. 

Sec. 14. Treason shall consist only 1n 
levying war ugainst the State, adhering 
to its enemies, or giving them aid and 
eomlort, No person shall be convicted 
of treason, except upon the evidence of 
two witnesses to the sume overt act, or 
confession 1n open court. 

Sec. 15. No soldier shall, in time of 
peace, be quartered in the house of any 
citizen without his consent, por in ume 
of war, except as prescribed by law. 

Sec. 16. Tne right of the people to be 
secure in their persons and property 
agaist unreasonable searches and seiz- 
ures, Shall be inviolate; and no wars 
rant Shall issue but on probable cause 
supported by oath or affirmation of one 
or more witnesses, particularly describ- 
ing the place to be searched and the per~ 
sons or property to be seized, 

Sec. 17. No person shall be imprisoned 
tor debt arlsing out of or founded ona 
contract express or implied, except in 
cases of fraud. 

Sec. 18. No distinction shall ever he 
made between citizens and aliens in ref- 
erence to the purchase, enjoyment or 
descent of property. 

Sec. 19. No hereditary emolument, 
titles of nebility, extraordinary honors 
or privileges, sball ever be granted or 
conferred by the state. 

Sec. 20. No person shall be held to 
answer fora criminal offence unless on 
presentment or indictment of a grand 
jury, except in cases of 1mpeachments 
or 1n Gases cognizable by justices of the 
peace, or arising in the aimy, ornavy, 
or in the militia when in actual service 
in time of war. 

Sec. 21, No bill of attainder, ex post 
facto law, nor any law impairing the 
obligation of contracts shall ever be 
passed, 

Sec. 22. The property of no person 
shall be taken for the public use, with- 
out just compensation therelor. 

Sec. 23. The blessings of a tree Gov- 
ernment can only be maintained by a 
firm adherenge to justice, frugality and 
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virtue, and by frequent recurrence to 
tundameutal principles. 

Sec, 24. This enumeration of rights 
shall not be construed to impair, re- 
strain, or deny others retained by the 
people, but all powers not herein dele- 
gated remuin with the people. 


ARTICLE II. 
DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS, 


See. 1. The powers of the Govern- 
ment are divided into three separate 
parts; the Execut.ve, —including the | 
Administrative, Legislative, and the | 
Judicial; and no person charged with 
official duties under oue of the de- 
partments shall exercise any of the | 
tuocuions of another except as ın this! 
Constitution expressly provided. 


ARTICLE III. 
SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS. 


Sec. 1. Every white male citizen of 
the age of twenty-one years and up- 
ward». who is by birth, or has become 
by naturalization or by treaty, or shall 
have declared his intention to become a 
citizen oi the United states, according 
tothe laws thereof, and who shall have 
resided in the State of Colorado for six 
months next preceding any election and 
shall have been a resident for ten days 
of the precinct or election district where 
he offers to vote, shall be deemed a 
qualified elector, and entitled to vote at 
the same; except, Furst, No person who | 
is insane or anr idiot, nor any person i 
convicted of treason or felony, unless 
restored to civil rights, nor any person 
who shall refuse to take the oath of al- 
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legiance to the Government of the} 
United States shall be = allowed i 
to vote. Second, No soldier, sea~ 


| 
ji 
man or marine in the army or navy of; 
the United States or us allies, shall be | 
deemed to have acquired a residence in | 
the state ın consequence of being sta- , 
tioned therein, nor shall any such sol- | 
dier; seaman or marine have the right , 
to vole: Provided. That all citizens of i 
the state who may enlist in the volun- | 
teer service of the United States, or 
who, whilst citizens of the Territory ot ' 
Colorado, may have enlisted ın the said 
service of the United States, shall be 
entitled to and retain their tull rights as | 
citizens and qualied electors during | 
the time they shall continue in such ser- į 
vice. | 
Sec 2. Electors, during thei attend- 
ance at elections and in going to or re- | 
turning. therefrom, shall be privileged 
from arrest, except ior treason, felony, 
or a breach of the peace, and they shall 
be exempt from military duty and from 
the service of evil process. 
Sec, 3. All elections, by the si | 
| 
i 
| 
| 


fied electors, shall be free and equal, 
and the vote shall be by ballot. 

Sec. 4. General state elections, and all 
others by the people, shall be held at 
such time and under such regulations as 
may be prescribed by law, except the 
first general election, which shall be 
fixed by this Convention. 
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Sec. 5. Every person who shall give 
or accept a challenge tu fight a duel, or 
who shall knowingly carry such a chal- 
lenge to another, or shall go out ot the 
stale to fight a duel, shall be ineligible 
to any office of trust or profit. 

Sec. 6. Every p rson who shall have giv- 
en or oftered a bribe to procure his elec. 
tion, or who,8ball have laid a wager upon 
the result of the same, shall be disquali- 
fied trom holding office during the term 
er which he may haye been elected. 

ARTICLE IV. 
LEGISLATIVE. 

Section 1. The Legislative power of 
this State shall be vested in a Senate 
and House of Representatives, which 
shall be called ‘‘ The Legislative As- 
nembly.”’ The enacting clause of all 
bilis shall be, ‘‘ The people of the State 
ot Colorado represented ın Legislative 
Assembly, do enact as follows.” And 
no laws shall be enacted except by bill. 

Sec. 2. The Senate shall consist of 
thirteen members and the House of 
Representatives of twenty-six members, 
which respective numbers may be ım- 
creased, not more than one third, after 
the year 1870 and each six years theres 
alter, until the whole number of mem- 
bers shall reach thirty nine in the sen- 
ate and seyenty-elght in the house of 
representatives, which respective nums 
bers shall in no case beexveded. Mem- 
bers of the Senate and of tne House 
of representatives shall not be under 
twenty-one years of age, and they shall 
be elected at the regular annual elecs 
tion, by the electors of the respective 
counties or districts into which thes ate 
may trom time to time bedivided. Pros 
vided, That for the first election, and 
uutil the state is so divided into elec- 
tion districts by law, the apportionment 
for elecuion purposes shall be the same 
as now enacted by tue Legislative as- 
sembly of the ‘erritory of Cotoruda, 

Sec.3. No person shall be a mem- 
ber of the legislative assembly who is 
not at the time oi bis election a citizen 
ot the United States, and a resident ın 


‘and a qualified voter of the county or 


district tor which he 1s elected, 
Sec. 4. The legislative assembly may 


: designate by law what class or classes of 


electors (1! any) shall not be eligible to 
a seat therein, and what act, maNea- 
sance in office, or crime shall vacate\or 
work a forfeiture to such office. 

Sec. 5. Each House when assembled 
shall choose 1ts own officers (the presi- 
dent of the Senate only excepted); , shall 
establish its own rules, and shall be tHe 
judge of the election, and qualifi- 
cations of its Own members; but nei- 
ther House shall, without the con- 
sent of the other adjourn for more than 
three days, nor to any place other than 
that in which it may be sitting. 

Sec, 6, Each House shall keep and 
publish a journal of its proccedings. 
All bills and joint resolutions shall be 
passed by a vote of yeas and nays, 
which shall be taken and entered 1m- 
mediately upon the journal, upon the 
passage thereoi. 
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Sec. 7. Bills may originate in either 
House, but may be rejected or amended 
by the other. A majority of a quorum 
in each House, voting in the affirmative, 
shall be necessary to pass any Jullor 
joint resolution. 


| 
Sec. 8. Any member of either House | 
| thirty-mrst day of December 1866, and 


shall have the right to protest against 
any bill or resolution; and such protest 
shall without delay or alteration be en- 
tered on the journal. 

Sec. 9. Every bill shall bo read by 
sections, on three several days in each 
House; unless in case of emergency 
two-thirds of the House where such 


bill may be pending shall, by a vote of | 


yeas and nays, deem it expedient to diss 
pense with this rule, but the reading of 
a bill by sections on its final passage 
shall in no case be dispensed witb. 

Sec. 10. No private or Joeal bill which 
muy be passed by the Legislature shali 
embrace more than one subj -ct and that 
shall be expressed in the title. 

See. 11. The Legiglative Assembly 
shall not pass local or special laws, in 
any of the following enumerated cases, 
that is to say: 

Regulating the jurisdiction and duties 
ofjustices of the peace and of vonstables, 

For the punishment of crimes and 
misdemeanors. 

Regulating the practice in courts of 
justice. 

Providing for changing the venue in 
civil and criminal cases. 

For laying out, opening and work- 
ing on highways, and for the election or 
appointment of overseers. 

Summoning and empannelling grand 
and petit juries, and providing tor their 
compensation. 

Regulating 
business. 

Regulating the election of county and 
township officers, and their compensa~ 
tion. 

For the assessment and collection of 
taxes for ‘state, county and township 
purposes. 

Providing for supporting 
schools, and for tha 
school funds. 

In relation to intefest on money. 


county and township 


common 
preservation otf 
+ 


Providing tor opening and conducting | 


the elections ot state, county or township. 
officers. Nor shall the Legislative As- 
sembly have power to grant divorces. 
But in all the cases herein enumerated, 
all laws shall be general and ot uni- 
form operation throughout the state. . 

Sec. 12. Provision may be made by 
general law tor bringing suil against the 
State, 

sec.138 Every statute shall be a public 
law unless otherwise declared in the 
statute itself. 

Sec. 14. No senator or representative 
shall during his continuance in office 
be eligible to any place of honor, profit 
or trust, the election to which is vested 
in the Legislative Assembly, norshall he 
be appointed to any civil office of profit 
which shall have been created or the 
emoluments of which shall have been 
asncreased during such term, but this 


| 
| 
l 
| 
| excepted,) «fter it shall have been pre- 
| 


| latter provisien shall not be construed 
i to apply to any office elective by the 
people. ; 

Sec. 15. The Legislative Assembly 
shall, atits first session provide for an 
enumeration of all inhabitants to be 
made between the first day of July and 


every six years thereafter, upon the 
returns of which enumeration the ses- 
sion of the Legislative Assembly next 
following each period thereof shall fix 
by law and apportion the number ol 
Senators and Representatives among 
the several counties or districts to which 
each is entitled, eccording to the num- 
ber of inhabitants. 


| 

i 

! 

i Sec. 16. Every bill and joint resolution 
| passed by the Legisiatiye Assembly 
‘shall, within twa days thereafter, be 
| signed by the presiding officers and 
| presented to the Governor. If he ap- 
| proves it, he shall sign it; but if not, he 
i shall return itto the House in which it 
| originated, with his objections, which 
| shall be entered ar large, upon its 
‘journal, and proceed to reconsider 
the same, It, after such reconsideration, 
two thirds of the members elected shall 
agree to pass the bill or resolution, it 


! shall be sent, with the objections to the 


| other House, by which it shall likewise 
be reconsidered, and if approved by two 
thirds of the members elected, it shall 
become a law. If any bill shall not be 
returned within fiye days, (Sundays 


sented to the Governor, it shall become 
a law in like manner as if he had signed 
it, unless the Legislative Assembly, by 
its adjournment, prevent its return, 1 
which case it shall not become a law, 


Sec. 17. No member of the Legislative 
Assémbly shall be liable in any civil 
' action or criminal prosecution whatever 


H 


i tor words spoken in depate, 


i 

i Sec. 18. Senators shall be elected for 
| two years, and Representatives ior one 
; year irom.thbe first Monday of January 
| succeeding their election, except the 
| senators first elected, who shall, at the 
| first session of the Legislative Assem- 
! bly, decide by lot that six of their num- 
ber shall hold their offices respectively 
but tior one year, and at Gach general 
election thereafter, there shall be 
elected by the qualified electors of the 
State, Senators to fill the place of those 
whose respective terms shall expire,and 
when the number of Senators shall be 
increased, the same rule shall obtain as 
to the new members. The political year 
sball commence on the first Monday of 
January. | 


Sec. i9. Thésessions of the Legislative 
Assembly shall be held annually, at.the 
vapital of the State, at such time in the 
year as shall be provided by law, except 
the first session, which shall be had at 
such time as shall be provided by this 
convention, But if, in the opinion of the 
Governor, the public welfare shall 
require it, he may at any time, by proe~ 

| lamation, call a special session. 
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See 20. All vacancies occurring 1n 
either House shall be filled, for the uns 
expired term by election, 


are 


| 
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Sec. 8. There shall be a seal of the 


State, which shall be kept by the Secre- 
tarv of State an‘) used by him, offi- 


Sec. 21. A majonty of each House cially, and which shall be the Great 


shall be necessary to constitute a quo- 
rum for the transaction of any business, 
but a majority of the members present 
may effect an organization, and a less 
number may meet from day t» day and 
compel the atiendance of absent mem 

bers. 

Sec. 22. The Legislative Assembly 
shall provide by law the mode of can- 
vassing the votes cast at any election, 
and shall prescribe a mode of proceed~ 
urein case any two or more persons 
have an equal and the highest number 
ot votes for one office: Provided, That 
the canvass of votes cast at the first 
election shall be as provided by this 
convention. 


ARTICLE V. 
EXECUTIVE. 

Section 1. The Executive and Admin- 
istrative Department shall consist of a 
Governor, Lieut, Governor, Secretary 
of State, who shall be ex oficio., State 
Auditor; Treasurer, Attorney General, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
who shall be ex-officio, State Librarian 
who shall be chos: n by the electors of 
the State at the time of holding the gen 
eral elections in each year, designated 
by odd numbers. And shall hold their 
office for two years trom the first Mon- 
day in January after their election, and 
until their successors are elected and 
qualihied, exvent those first elected, who 
shall enter upon the duties of their re- 
spective offices at ihe time provided by 
this Convention, 

Sec. 2. The Supreme Executive power 
of the State shali be vested in the Gov- 
ernor, who shall see that the laws are 
faithfully executed. 

Sec. 3. The Governor shall, at stated 
times, receive for his Services a compen- 
sation which shall be neither increased 
or diminished during the terin for which 
he shail have been elected. 

Sec. 4. The Governor and Lieut. Gov~ 
ernor shail þe at least thirty years of 
age, and shall have been citizens of this 
State for one year, next preceding their 
election, unless they shail have been 
absent on public business of the United 
States or this State. 

Sec. 5. The Governor shall be Coms 
mander in-Uhief of the mulitia of the 
State, except when they shall be called 
into the active service ot the United 
States, and may call out suc: militia to 
execute the laws, suppress insurrection, 
Indian depredations, and repel inva- 
sion. 

Sec. 6. The Governor shall, at the 
commencement of every session, com- 
municate, in writing, such inturmation 
as he may possess in reference to the 
condition of the State, and recommend 
such measures as he may consider expe- 
dient. P 

Sec. 7. The Governor shall have power 
to grant reprieves and pardons, except 

in cases of impeachment., 
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Seul of Colorado. 

Sec. 9, All Commissions shall be ıs- 
sued in the name of the State of Colo~ 
rado, signed by the Governor, counter- 
signed bv the Secretary of State, 
and sealed with the Great Seal, 

Sec. 10. In case of death, impeach< 
ment, resignation, removal, or other 
disability ot the Governor, the powers 
and duties of the office ior the term, or 
until the disability shall be removed, 
shall devolve upon the Presideut of the 
Senate. 

See. 11. The Lientenant Governor 
shall be President of the Senate, 
and shall vote only when the Senate ts 
equal y divided. The Senate shall 
choose a President pro tempore to pre- 
side, ın case of his absence or impeach- 
ment, or when he shall hold the office 
of Governor. 

Sec. 12, Ii the Lieutenant Governor 
while holding the office of Governor, 
shall be impeached or displaced, or 
shall resign, or die, or otherwise become 
incapable of periorming the dunes of 
the office, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives shall act as Governor 
until the vacancy is filled or the disabil- 
itv remoyed; and if the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives shall be ren~ 
dered incapable, by death or otherwise, 
of performing the dnties pertaining to 
the office of Goverror, the same shall 
deyoive upon the Secretary of State. 

Sec, 13. Should either the Secretary 
of State, Treasurer, Attorney Gen- 
eral, or Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, become incapable of per- 
forming the duties of his office f r any 
of the causes specified in the twelfth 
section of this article, the Governor 
shall fill the vacancies until the disabil- 
ity is removed or a successor is elected 
and qualified. Every such vacancy 
shall be tilled by election, at the first 
general election that occurs, more than 
thirty days after it shal) have happened, 
and the person ele ted shall hold the 
office for the unexpired terin, 

Sec. 14. The legislative Assembly 
shall proyide, by law, that all State 
Officers, and Otticers of public State 
institutions, Shall report from time to 
time to the Governor. 

Sec. 15. The Governor may appoint 
and commission discreet persons resid- 
ing in other States, Commissioners for 
the State of Colorado, with power to 
administer oaths, and take the acknowl-~ 
edgincnt of deeds, and other papers de- 
signed to be recorded in the State of 
Colorado, and may, also, appomt and 
commission Notaries Public to reside in 
this State, whose powers and duties 
shall be prescribed by general law. 


ARTICLE VI. 


JUDICIARY. 


See. 1. The court for the trial of ima 
peachment shall be composed ‘of the 
Senate. The House of Representatives 


go 
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shall have the power of impeaching 
all civil officers of this state for currupt 
conduct in office, or for crimes and mis- 
de-neanors; but a majority of all the 
meinbers elected shall concur in an im- 
peachment. On thetrial of an impeach- 
ment of the governor the lieutenant 
governor shall not act as a member ot 
the court. Before the trial of an im- 
peachment, the-members of the court 
shall take an oath or affirniation truly 
and impartially to try the impeachment 
according tò evidence, and no person 
shall be convicted without the concur- 
rence of two thirds of the members 
- present. Judgment, in cases of im- 
peachment, Shall not extend further 
than the removal from office, and nis- 
qualification to hold any office of honor, 
profit or trust under the State; ` but the 
party impeached shall be lřable to ine 
dictment, trial and punishment accord- 
ing tọ law, 

Sec, 2. The judicial powers of this 
State, "both as to matters of law and 
equity, shall be vested in a supreme 
court, circuit conrts, probate courts and 


justices of the peace, and such other and : 


inferior courts as may hereaiter be ere- 
ated by law. 

Sec. 3. The supreme court, except in 
cases otherwise provided for in this 
constitution, shall have appellate juris- 
diction only, whieh shall be co-extensive 
with the state, but in no eases remoyed 
to the supreme court shall a trial by 
jury be alowed. The supreme court 
shall have a general superintending con~ 
trol over all inferior courts; it shall 
have power to issue writs of habeas 
corpus, mandamus, injunction, and oth- 
er original remedial writs, and to hear 
and determine the same. 

Sec. 4. The supreme court shall, for 
the term of three years and thereafter 
until the legislative assembly shail oth- 
erwise provide, consist of three 
judges, to be elected by general ticket, 
who shall hold the office-for three years 
and until their successors are elevted 
and qualified, except the judges 
first elected, who shall, at the first ses- 
sion of the supreme court, decide by lot 
that one of their;number shall hold 
his office for one year, ‘one for 
two years, and one for three years, 
and shall certify the result to the Gov 
ernor aS soon as Convenient, that the 
commissions may issue in aecordanee 
thereto; and at each general election 
thereafter, there shall be elevied by the 
qualified electors of the state, one judge 
of the supreme court for a term of three 
years. The said judges shall be com- 
missioned by the governor; the judge 
whose commission will first expire shall 
be chief justice during his -term, and 
thereafter each judge whose dommission 
shall first expire shall, in turn, be chief 
justice, and if two or more commissions 
shall expire on the same day, the judges 
holding thea shall decide by lot which 
shall be chief justice. Any vacancy, 
happening by death, resignation or oth~ 
erwise in said court, shall be filled by 
appointment by the governor, 


| See. 5.-Kor the term of three years 
land thereafter until the Legislative 
Assembly shall otherwise provide, the 
judges of the supreme court shall hold 
the several circuit courts of the State, 
and it shall be the duty of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly, at its tirst session under 
this Constitution, to divide the state into 
three judicial circuits, which shall 
be composed of contiguous territory, be 
bounded by county lines and contain a 
population as nearly equal as may be 
practicable, and shall assign one of said 
judges to each of such circuits and said 
| judges shall reside in the respective cir- 
euits to which they have be-n assigned 
| during their continuance in office, 


Sec. 6. The supreme court and the 
seyeral circuit courts of this State shall 
be held at such time and place as may 
be prescribed by law, hut the judges of 
said courts shall hold special terms 
at such times and places as may be pre- 
scribed by law. 

Sec. 7. The Legislative Assembly 
shall provide for the election of a suth- 
cient nuinhber of justices of the peace in 
each vounty, whose term of office shall 
be two years, and -whose duties and 
compensation shall be provided by law; 
but no justice of the peace shall have 
| jurisdiction of any civil cause where the 

amount in controversy exceeds three 
hundred dollars, nor in any crim 
inal case where the judgment shall 


exceed three months’ imprisonment ora” 


fineet over one hundred dollars, nor in 
! any case involying the title to real es- 
tate. 
| Sec. 8. The circuit courts shall have 
original jurisdiction in civil cases, both 
| in law and equity, and in all eriminal 
| cases where ihe proceeding shall be by 
indietment or where the punishment 
shall exceed one month’s imprisonment 
or a fine more than twenty-five dollars, 
and shall have such appellate jurisdic. 
tion as may be prescribed by law. The 
Legislative Assembly may provide 
by iaw that the judge assigned to one 
circuit may discharge the duties of the 
judge of any other circuit not his .own, 
when convenience and public interest 
may require it. 

Sec. 9. The judges of the supreme 
court may, in vacation or 1n term time, 
issue writs of habeas corpus, injunc- 
tions, mandamus and ne exeat. 

Sec. 10. The supreme court .shall 
‘appoint a clerk thereof, whose term of 
otee shall be the will of the court, and 
heshall give such bond to the. State as 
shall be prescribed by the court. 

See. 11. There shall be elected by the 
voters of each county, a judge of pro- 
bate, who shall hold his office for the 
term of two years. Heshall be a resi- 


dent of the county at the time of his- 


election, and shall reside there during 
his continuance in office. The-compen- 
sation of such probate. judge shall be 
provided by law. He shall have jpris- 
diction and control of estates of deveased. 
persons, and persons under guardian- 
ship under such restrictions and provis- 


a ions as shall be made-by law, 
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Sec. 12, In case the offices of any judge 
shall become vacant beforé tlie expira- 
tion of the term for which he was 
elected, the vacancy shall be filled by 
appointment by the Governor, until his 
suecessor is elected and qualified, and 
such successor shall be elected at the 
first general election that occurs more 
than thirty days after the yaeaney shall 
have occurred. ke 

Sec, 13. The style ofall process shall 
be “ The people of the State of Colorado,”’ 
and indictments shall conclude “against 
the peace and dignity of the People of 


_ the State of Colorado”? 


Sec. 14. The judges of the supreme 
court, during their continuance in 
office, shall bold no office under the 
United States. nor any other office 
under this State, 


ARTICLE VII. 


(Z, TAxarrton AND FINANCE. 

Section 1. The Legislative Assembly 
shall provide by law for a uniform and 
equal rate of assessment and taxation, 
and shall prescribe such regulatious as 
shall secure w just valuation for taxa- 
tion, of all property, 1eal, personal, and 
posessory, excepting mines and mining 
claims, and excepting agricultural 
lands, the fee of which shall be in the 
Government at the time of assessment, 
The surface improvements of mines and 
mining claims and the improvements of 


\ such agricultural lands shall alone be 
taxed. 


Sec. 2. No money shall be paid out of 
the treasury except in pursuance of an 
appropriation by law. 

Sec. 3. Lhe credit of the State shall 
never be given or loaned in aid of any 
individual, association or corporation, 
The state shall never contract any pub- 
lic debt beyond the ordinary expenses 
of the state government, except in the 
ease herein provided. 

Sec, 4. For the purpose of defraying 
extraordinary expenditures the state 
may contract public debts, but such 
debts shall not exceed the sum of one 
hundred thousana dollars. The money 
thus raised shall be applied exclusively 
to the object for which the loan was au- 
thorized. Every, such debt shall be 
authorized by law, for some purpase 
or purposes, to be distinctly specified 
therein, and the vote of two thirds of all 
the members elected to each house to be 
taken by yeas and nays shall be neces- 
sary to the passage of such law, and 
every such law shall provide for the pay- 
ment of said debt within fifteen years 
from the passage thereof: Provided, 
That in order to enable the state to trans- 
act her business in the beginning upon 
cash principles it may con ract a debt 
of fifty thousand dollars in such form as 
may be prescribed by law, the interest 
upon which shall not exceed seven per 
cent per annum; nil provided, fur- 
ther, That such debt shall be deemed 
and taken ada part of the above named 
one hundred thousand dollars. 

Sec, 5. The. State shall never contract 


‘way debt for-works of ipternal jmproye- 


| works; Lut whenever grants of lands, 


went, or be a party in carrying on such 


or other property, shall have been made 
to the state, especially dedicated by the 
grantioparticular works of internal im- 
provement, the state may carry on such 
particular works, and shali devote 
thereto the avails of such grants,and may 
pledge or appropriate the revenues de- 
rived from sueh works in aid of their 

completion. R 

Sec. 6. No scrip, certificate, or other 
evidences of state debt whatsoever, shall 
be issued, except for such debts as are 
authorized by the third and fourth sec- 
tion of this article. 

Sec. 7. The Legislative Assembly 
shall provide foy an annual tax sufficient 
to defray the estimated expenses of the 

State for each year, and also for the deficit 
of any tor the year preceding. 

Sec. 8 An accurate statement or re- 
port of the receipts and expenditures of 
the public money, shall be published 
with the laws of each -regular session of 
the Legislative Assembly, 

ARTICLE VIII. 
COMPENSATION. 


Sec. 1. The Governor shail be allowed 
asalary of two thousand dollars per 
annum. 

Sec. 2, The lieutenant governor shall 
receive, as presiding officer of the sen~ 
ate, the sum of eight dollars per day 
during his attendance on the session of 
that body, and the same allowance for 
mileage in going to and returning from 
the eapital as is allowed to members of 
the legislative assembly. In case he 
becomes acting governor, he shall be 
entitled to the sume salary herein al- 
lowed to the governor for the time 
served. 

Sec. 3. The secretary of state shall be 
entitled to an annual salary of fifteen 
dred dollars. 

See. 4, Tne state treasurer shall be en- 
titled to an annual salary of one thous- 
and dollars. - 

Sec. 5. The superintendent of public 
instruction shall be entitled to an annual 
Salary of one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 6. The attorney general shall be 
entitled to an annual salary of one thous- 
and dollars. 

‘Sec, 7, The judges of the supreme 
court shall each receive such an annual 
salary as shal) be provided by the legis- 
lative assembly, not less than four nor 
more than six thousend dollars, 

Sec. 8. Members of the legislative as- 

sembly shall be entitled to receive as 
per diem, each, five dollars per day, du- 
ring the sitting of that budy, and twenty 
cents for every mile they shall travel in 
going to and returning from the place 
of the meeting of the legislative assem- 
bly ou the most usually traveled route: 
Provided, Thatany member who faiis to 
attend such session shall receive no pay 

ment. The chief clerk and sergeant~at- 


a 


arms of the respective houses shall re- ` 


ceive sugli compensation as shall be 
provided by law: And provided further, 
That -no member pf the legislative aes 
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sembly shall receive more than two 
hundred dollars in perrdiem fur any one 
session of that boay, except the pre- 
siding officers of the respective houses, 
who may receive in per diem for each 
session not more than three hundrea 
and twenty dollars. 

Sec. 9. Salaries of state officers and 
judges shall be paid quarterly. Mem- 
bers and officers of the iegislative as- 


sembly shall receive- their pay at suck | 


time as may bé provided by law: Pio- 
vided, That the members of the first 
session shall receive full per diem. 

Sec. 10. The legislative assembly shall 
never grant any extra compensation: 
to any public officer, agent, or servant, 
after the services sball have been ren- 
dered; nor shall compensation of any 
public officer be increased or diminished 
during his term of office. 

Sec. 11. The legislative assembly shali 
make such app.opriations, from time to 
time, as Shall be deemed necessary to 
defray incidental expenses, eyer keeping 
in view the necessity df a most rigid 
economy: Provided, There shall noi 
be leyied atax of overten mills on the 


any one year. 
ARTICLE IX. 


STATE BUILDINGS AND LANDS. 


Sec. 1. The legislative assembly shah, 
atthe earliest practicable period, pro- 
ceed to have the lands granted by cow- 
gress located, and to guard them wilt 
watebful care until a favorable period 


arrives to dispose of them with edvap- i 


tage to the State, when the proceeds 
shall be economically applied to the 
purposes indicated by the grant: Pre 
vided, That no portion of the proceeds 
of the lands granted for the purpose ol 


erecting capitol buildings shall be ex-- 


pended until the capitol is permanently 
located by competent authority as pro~ 
vided herein, i= 


- ARTICLE X. 
STATE INSTIUTIONS. 


Sec. 1. Institutions for the benefit of 
the insane, blind, deaf and dumb, and 
such other benevolent institutions as the 
public good may require, shall be fos- 
tered and supported by the State, when- 
ever the public finances will warrant an 
outlay, subject to such régulations as 
may be prescribed by law. Trustees of 
such benevolent institutions as may 
be hereafter created, skall be appointed 
by the governor, by and with the au 
vice and consent of the senate, and 
upon all nominations made by the gov~ 
ernor, the question shall be taken in 
yeas and nays. 

Sec. 2. A penitentiary shall be estab- 
lished as soon as Means suffcie it shall 
have been provided, the diectors of 
which shail he elected or appointed as 
may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 3. The governor shall GJl any va- 
cancy that may occur in the offices atore- 
said, until the next session of the legis- 


| 
| 
dollar, tor ordinary state purposes 4 
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lative assembly, and until a successor to 
his appointee shall be confirmed and 
qualified. 

Sec, 4. Tho respective counties of the 
state shall provide, as may be pre- 
scribed by law. for those inhabitants 
who by reason of age, infirmity, or oth- 
er misfortunes, may have claims upon 
the sympathy and aid of society. 


ARTICLE XI. 
CORPORATIONS. 


Section 1. Tne Legislative Assembly 
shall grant no special charters or acts of 
incorporation, except for municipal pur- 
poses; but corporations may be created 
under general laws, judiciously framed, 
so as to protect the people from the abuse 
of granted power, and yet encourage the 
development of the resources of the 
State, The property of corporations 
shall be hable to taxation the same as 
that of individuals. 

Sec. 2. Banks of issue are prohibited; 
no Sank bills, bills of credit, or certifi- 
cates of indebtedness shall be issued for 
circulation or money, except such as are 
authorized by act of Congress. 

gec. 3. The title to all property of re- 
ligious, educational or charitable incor- 
perations shall vest in trustees, who 
shall be elected by the members of such 
corporations, 

Sec. 4 When private property shall 
be taken for any public use, the compen- 
sation to be made therefor, when suen 
compensation is not made by the State. 
shall be ascertained by a jury or by not 
less than three commissioners, appointed 
by a court of record, as shall be specified 
by law Private roads may he opened 
in the manner to be prescribed by law, 
bat in every case tne necessity of the 
road, and the amount of all damage to 
be sustained by the opening thereof, 
shall be first determined by a jury of 
freeliolders, and such amount, together 
with the expenses of the proceeding, 
shall be paid by the person to be bens- 
fited. 
aSec. 5. The term corporations, as used 
1n this article, shall include all associa~ 
tions and joint stock companies having 
powers and privileges not possessed by 
individuals or partuerships, and all cor- 
porations may sue and be sued in their 
corporate name, ° 

ARTICLE XII. 
MILITIA, 

Section I. The Legislative Assembly 
shall provide by law, for organizing and 
disciplining the militia in such manner 
as they Shall deem expedient, not in- 
compatible with the Constitulion ang 
i laws of the United states, 

Sec. 2 Officers of the militia shall be 


elected or appointed, in such manner as 
may be provided by law, and shall be 
commissioned by the Governor. 


ARTICLE XIII, 
EDUCATION. 


Sec. L 


The State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction shall have the gen- 
eral supervision of the Educatigngl in- 
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terests of the State, and perform suct. 
other duties as may be provided by law 

See, 2. A county superintendent of 
public mstraction shall be elected in 
cach county, whose term of office shall 
be two years, and whose duties and 

‘compens ition shall be prescribed by law 

Se. 3. The Legislative Assembly 
shall encourage the promotion of intel- 
lectual, (moral, scientific and agriculs 
tural wuprovement, by establishing s 
uniform system of common schools of 
lugher grade, «embracing normal, pre~ 
paratory and University Departments: 
but-no reli sious instituQion of a strictly 
Reclarian character shall receive tne aid 
of the State, 

Sec. 4. ‘Tne proceeds of all lands tha: 
have been or may be granted to the 
S ate, for the support of schools, and al. 
estates of persous dying without heir or 
will, and such per centage as uay be 
granted by Congress, on the sale af lands 
in this State, shall be the comunon prop- 
erty of the State, and shall be a perpet- 
uai school tund which shall not be 
diminished, but the interest, and such 
other Means asthe Legislative Asset-~ 
bly may provide by tax or otherwise, 
Shall be niviolably appropriated to the 
support of common schools. 

See 5. The income of the State 
School Fund shall be disbursed annual- 
ly, by order of the State Superintendent 
in the manner provided by law. 

Sec. 6. All inoney wuich shall be 
paid by persons, as an equivalent for 
exetinpyon from mMilttary dutz, the 
clear proceeds of estrays, and the pro~ 
eeeds of all tines for any breach of the 
penal laws, shall be exclusively 
applied in the several counties in whick 
the money Is paid, or the fines coilected, 
to the support of common schools, 

Sec.7. The Legislative As-embly 
Shall provide for the protection, im- 
provement, or other disposition of such 
lands as have been ‘or may heres 
niter be reserved or granted by the 
Untied States or any person or persons 
to thia State for the use of a University; 
and the funds accruing from the same, 
or from any other source for the pur- 
poses aforesaid, shall be and remain a 
permanent fund, the interest of whicr 
shall be applied to the support of the 
said University, for the promotion ot 
literature and the arts and sciences, as 
may be authorized by the terms of such 
grants, and it shall be the duty ot the 
LegislativeAssem oly as soon as may be, 
ty provide effeetual means for the im- 
provement and permanent security of 
the fan 1s of said University. 

Sec. 8. Tae Legislative Assembly 
Shall provide by law who shall be com- 
missioners of the School Fund. 


ARTICLE XIV. 
MISCELLANECUS, 

Sec, 1. All officers whose election or 
appointment is not otherwise provided 
jor, shall be elected or appointed as may 
be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 2, The tenure of any office not 
herein provided for, may bedeclared by 


oy 
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law, but the Legislative Assembly shall 
not create any onice the tenure of which 
shall be longer than two years, 

Sec, 3. Lotteries, and the sale of lotterv 
tickets are forever prohibited. 

Sec, 4. All public printing shall be let 
or contracted to the lowest responsible 
bidder, by such executive officers, and 
in such manner as shall be preseribed 
by law. 

See. 5. The Legislative Assembly 
Shall establish a System of county and 
town organizations, and shall provide 
for organizing new edunties, loeating 
county seats, and changing county lines, 
but no county seat shali be changed nor 
@ounty divided, except by a majority 
yote of the electors ot the county. 

See, 6. T'he first session of the Legis- 
lative Assembly shall convene at the 
capitol of the Territory of Colorado, The 
Legislative Assembly may, at its fifth 
«“nnual session, or at some subsequent 
session, provide by law for submitting 
the question of the pernianent location 
OL the capitol to the qualified electors of 
tbe State, aud a majority of all the votes 
cast on said subject at some general 
election shall be necessary to determine 
such permanent location thereef: Zro- 
vided, ‘That in the mean time the capitol 
shall be located at such place as the Leg- 
tslative Assembly may prescribe by 
law. 7 

Sec. 7. The Legislative Assembly may 
provide by law tur the election of a pros- 
ecuting Altorney tor each judicial cir- 
cuit, and his coinpensation shall be such 
‘fees as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 8, All laws passed by the Legis- 
lature shall have no force or effect until 
thirty days atter the passage of the same, 
unless otherwise expressly provided 
therein. 

Sec. 9. The Legislative Assembly shall 
provide by law for a Board of Equaliza~ 
tion, whose duty it shall be to equalize 
assessments among the different coun- 
ties of ‘the State. - 

Sec, 10. No law shall ever be passed 
by the Legislutive assembly, which shall 
divest the right to property ucquired hy 
persons or corporations, mm virtue of 
laws or regniations adopted by the peo- 
ple of this State, while its ‘lerritorial 
limits were known as Kansas or Jefier- 
son, or in pursuance of laws enacted by 
the Legislature of the Territory ct Col- 
orado ; but, on the contrary,’ the Legis- 
lative Assembly shall, by law, give force 
and legal effect, to all just laws, rules 
and regulations, adopted and approved 
by che people in the past,in relation to the 
xequisition and tenure of property where 
‘stich laws, rules and regulu‘ions shall 
not contravene this Constitution or the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Sec. 11. The Governor shall nominate 
three regents’ of the University to the 
Senate, for its conlirmaiion at the first 
session thereof, one of whom shall be 
appointed for one year, one tor two 
years, and one for three years; and there 
shall be an appointment of one regent 
in every SUvsequent year, who shall 
hold his’ office jor the wrm of three 
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years. .Their-Guties and powers shall 
be or may, be prescribed by the Legisla- 
tive Assembly, but said regents shall 
receive no compensation for their ser-., 


Ka 


vices from the State. . i 

Sec. 12. The absence of any judge 
from the State for ninety days, shall va- 
cate his ọffice, unless his continued ab- 
seuce shall be cavsed by his sickness, ° 

See. 13, On the day when this Consti 
tution is submitted to the people, the 
question shall be submitted for the vote’ 
of the people, ‘shall the word white. 
in Article III, Section 1, be stricken 
out!” Voters in favor of striking out 
said word *' white” shall cast a ball 
separate from any other, upon whic 
shall be written or printed the words 
“For Negro Suffrage;”? and all vas 
tera .who ure opposed to striking 
out said word ‘‘ white,” shall cast a bal- 
lot separate from any other, upon which 
shall be printed the words ‘ Against 
Negro Suffrage,” and in case a majority 
of legal votes cast shail be “ For Negro 
Suffrage,’ then said word ‘ white” 
shall be stricken out and form no part df 
this Constitution, and, thereatter, col 
ored citizens shall be entitled to vote 
upon the same terms as other citizens 
are, as provided in this Constitution. 

Sec. 14. All officers shall, before enter- 
ing upon their respective duties, take 
and subscribe an oath or affirmation to 
support the constitution of thé United 
States and the constitution of the state, 
and faithfully discharge the’ duties of 
their respective offices, ; 

Sec. 15. Nothing in this Constitution 
shall be so construed as to prohibit the 
Legislatiye Assembly from passing laws 
for the protection of the rights and sepa- 
rate property of married women, or for 
the exemption of personal property 

-from seizure and forced sale on execu- 
tion, or for the protection of the real es- 
tate owned and occupied by the heads 
ot families as a hoinestead for the use 
and benefit of said family. 


ARTICLE XV. 


AMENDMENTS, | 
Propositions for the amend- 
ment of this constitution may be made 
by either branch of the Legislative As- 
sembiy; and if two-thirds of all. the 
members elected to each House ‘shall 
concur therein, such proposed amend- 
ments, together with the yeas and nays, 
shall be entered on the journal; and the 
Secreiary of State shall cause the same 
te be published in at least one newspa- 
per in eavh county where a newspaper 
is published, for three months prece- 
ding the next election for Representa- 
tives, at which time the same shall be 
submitted to the electors for their appro- 
val or rejection; and if a majority of 
` the electors voting on said amendment, 
‘ at said election, shall adopt the amend- 
ents, the same shall become a part of 


m 
ibe constitution. ns 
ec. 2. When more than one amend- 
ment shall be submitted at the same 
time, they. sball be so submitted as to 
enable the electors to vote en ach 


amendment separately; and not more 

than three proposed amendments shall 

be suvimitted at the same election, ` 
Sec. 3. When two-thirds of the mem- 


‘bers elected to each branch of the Leg- 


islative Assembly shall’ think it neces- 
sary to call w convention to revise, 
amend or change this constitution, they 
shall recommend the electors to vote at 
the next election of members to the Leg. 
islative Assembly, for or against a con: 
velition; and if a majority of all the 
electors, voting on that subject, shall 
have voted for a convention, the Legis~ 
lative Assembly shall at the next session 
provide for the same. 


AN IRREVOCABLE ORDINANCE, 


Adopting the Constituton of the 
United States and for other purposes. 


Whereas, The People of Colorado, by 
their delegates duly elected, in conven- 
tion assembled, have deemed it expedi- 
ent to make application to Congress for 
the admission of Colorado into the 
Union, as a State, on an equal footing 
with other States, and have framed a 
Constitution tor said State, and, whereas 
itis deemed right and proper, tor this 
convention to declare on the behalf of 
the people of suid Territory, that they 
adopt the Constitutian of the United 
States, and whereas, it is deemed right 
and proper, that this eonvention shail, 
by ordinance irrevocable, without the 
consent of the United States, and the 
people of said State, to, stipulate -wìth 
the United States as follows : 

Now, therefore, this convention, duly 
elected by the people of Colorado, pur- 
suant to a call of the same, being duly 
organized, do hereby, on bebulf of, and 
by the authority of the people of said 
Territory ot Colorado, adupt the consti- 
tution of the United States, aud accept 
all of the following propositions, to wii: 
’ We do declare by authority of and in 
behalf of the peopie of the ‘Territory of 
Colorado, and ordain ‘by this ordinuace 


‘irrevocable, except upon the above con- 
' ditions, that there shall be neither slaves 


ry nor involuntary: servitude in the 

State of Colurado, otherwise than in the 

punishment of ‘crimes, whereof the par - 

ty shall have been duly convicted; that 
perfect toleration of religious sentiment 
shall be secured, and no inhabitant of 
said state shall ever be molested in 

person or proper.y ‘on account of his or 

‘her mode of religious worship; and that 

the people inhabiting said ‘ferritory of 
Colorado, do agree and declare that they 

forever disclaim all right and title to the 

unaporopriated lands iying within said 
‘Territory, And that the same shall be 

and remain at the sole and entire dispo- 

sal of the United States; and that lands 

belonging'to citizens of the United States 

residing Without the State shall never, 
bø taxed higher than the lands belong- 

ing to residents thereof; and that no 
taxes shall be imposed by said State, on 
lands or property therein « belonging: to, 
or which may hereafter be ouréhased by 
the’ United Sites. 


| 


between the Government of the United 


States and any foreign power,.is hereby 


fully ratified and confirmed by this Con- 
stitution. 


AN ORDINANCE, 


To provide for submitting this constitu- 
tion to a vote of the people for adop- 
tion or rejection, for holding the first 
general election under thesame, and for 
other purposes. 

WHEREAS, In the opinion of this. enn- 
vention it has been deemed expedient 
to adopt a state government, and to 


make application for admission into | 


theUnion, at the earliest possible mo~ 
ment, on an equal footing with other 
states: And whereas, The true inte- 
rest of the people can better be sub- 
served by forming a state constitution, 
and onits adoption thus to procure 
admission into tne Union as a state: 

And whereas, A constitutional conven- 

tion, duly eleeted by the people for the 

purposes aforesaid, has framed a caon- 
stitution for the State of Colorado: 
Now, therefore, -be it ordained : 

Sec. 1. That this ccnstitution shall 
be submitted to a vote of the qualified 
electors of the Territory of Colorado, for 
adoption or rejection, at an election to 
be held on the first Tuesday of Septem-~ 
ber, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, 

Sec. 2. The laws of Colorado Terri- 
tory now in force, for holding elections, 
shilltbe the- rule and regulations gov- 
erning and regulating the said election, 
and the acting Governor and other offi- 
cers of the Territory who have super- 
vision of the holding of elections, shall 
provide for and carry out the same. 

pec. 3. Those favoring the adoption 
ef the Constitution shall cast, at suid 
lection, a ballet upon which shall be 
written or printed the words “ For the 
Constitution ;’’ and those opposed to its 
adoption shall cast a ballot upon which 
shall be written or printed the words 
* Against the Constitution.” If a ma- 
jvrity of the legal votes cast at such 
election Shall be for the Constitution,the 
same shall be deemed and held to have 
been ratified by the people, and shall be 
ordained and established as the Consti- 
tution of the State. 

Sec. 4. It shall be tre duty of the ter- 
ritorial board of canvassers to proceed 
to count and declare the said vote for or 
against the constitution, and to verify 
and certify the same under the rules 
and regulations provided by territorial 
law. Ifthis constitution shall be rati, 
fied by the people of Colorado, the ac- 
ting Executive is hereby requested; 


ress. 
j Seç. 5. There shali be a meeting of the 
members of the Legislature elected un- 
der this constitution, to'be holdgn at the 
capital of the Territory on the second 
Tuesday of December eighteen hufdred 
and sixty-five, to elect two: United 
States senators and to transact such 
other business as may be necessary to 
put the State organization into oper- 
ation. E 
Sec. 6, All persons offering to vote for 

ør sgainst-the adoption of this Constitu- 
tion, or at the first election hetd -under 
the same, may be subjeet to’ challenge 
for disloyalty to the government of the 
United States, by any elector present at 
such election ; and if any person er- 
ons so challeuged shall take the oath 
of allegiance as prescribed by ‘Congress, 
such oath to be administered by -either 
of the Judges of election, such person or 
persons if otherwise qualified shall be 
dsemed competent to vote, - f 

` Sec. 7. All soldiers in the service of 
the United States, qualified to vote under 
the laws of Colorado ‘Territory, in force 
an the first day of January, eighteen hún- 
dred and sixty ‘five; shall have the right 
to vote for or against this Constitution 
at the election provided herein; for the 
submission of the same toa vote of the 
people, and at the election, provided for 
in section two ofthe schedule. 


. Sec. 8 Any baigade, regiment, com- 
nany, or part of a company of Colorado 
volunteers now in service, stationed out 
of or in said Territory, may on the day 
‘of the submission ofthe constitution,and 
on the day of the election herein proided 
for proceed to elect from their nuruber, as 
provided by the jaws of the Territory, 
judges and clerks of such election, and 
shall proceed to vote for or against said 
constitution in the same manner as now 
provided by the Territorial law; if no 
person authorized by law to administer 
the oath required to said judges and 
clerks be present or accessible, then 
such oath may be administered by the 
commanding officer of such brigade, 
regiment, company, or part ofa com- 
‘pany. 

Sec 9. The elections herein provided 
for shall be held and conducted in the 
manner now provided. by the Terris 
torial law, and all returas shali be made 
out and certified to according to law 
and forwarded: to the Secretary of Colo- 
‘ado Territory within the time now 
provided by law. 
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DoxnE in Convention, by authority of the People, atthe City of Danver, on the 
twelfth day of August, in the vear of our Lord one thousand eight hundre | 
and sixty-five, and of the independence of the United States of America, the 


ninetieth., 
W. A. H. LOVELAND, President of the Convention. 


Saml. E. Biowne, 
Ji. F. Powell, 
Geo. F. Clark, 
: B. F, Pine, 
i W. G Reid, 
“SW. E. Sisty, 
T., P. Bova, 
D. H. Goodwin, 
A. Cameron Hunt, 


Wm. S. Rockwell, 

H. H. DeMary, 

O. J. IloHister, 

John Q, Charles, 
Robt. White, 

J. Bright Smith, 
William R. Gorsline, 
James M. Cavanaugh, 
A. Lumry, 


Alfred DuBois, 


Chas. A. Cook, 


"T, C. Bergen, +. ILB. Haskell, 
Truman Whitcomb, F. H. Judd, 
Chas P Patterson, J G. W. Miller, 


D., P. Wilson, 
tichard Sepris, 
Joseph M. Browa, 
D. H. Nichots, 
G. B. Backus. 
Ged. K, Randolph, 
Geo, W. Lechner, 
Geo, W. Coffin, 
Jno. A. Koontz, 
award S. Perrin, 
A. J. VanDeren, 
Rodney French, 


Williain Earles Darby, 


B. C. Waterman, 


` Attest: W. D. ANTHONY, Secretary. 
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P.T. Ihnman, 
Chas. C. Hawley, 
W. J. Curtice, 

G. W. Hawkins, 
Uhas. W. Mather, 
Daniel Pound, 

T. Murrell, 
Jesse L. Britchard, 
J. T, Lynch, 
Alex. Hatch, 

B. F. Lake, 

J. T. Herrick, 

N. T, Cheesman., 


